SIR PERCY COX

Air Force to-day: but wheisas the military Staff was already
in being, my civil Staff for the Bagdad Vilayet was non-
existent and had to be created, I was allotted a house on the
river bank below the Residency which had before our entry
been the Austrian Consulate and there I began to form a
Secretariat. My first aft on arrival had been to seek out any
of the old local employes of the pre-war Residency Staff, both
because I was anxious to learn what might have happened to
diem at the hands of the enemy and also because, if forth-
coming, I knew they could be very useful to me at this period,
with their knowledge of the communities and individual
inhabitants of Bagdad. To my great regret I found the family
of Narcessian, the faithful Armenian Dragoman of the
Residency, in the depth of despair; their father had been sent
for by the Turkish Police shortly before our arrival and had
not returned. He was never heard of again nor was I able
to obtain any evidence as to the precise fate which had be-
fallen him, but he was a man who had doubtless made enemies
in the course of his duties as British Dragoman, quite apart
from any grudge the Turkish Police might have had againSl
him, and there seemed little doubt that he had met with a
violent death during the period of uproar which intervened
between the Turkish retreat and our arrival. My next aft was
to visit His Reverence Saiyid Abdurrahman Effendi, the
Naqib, or CBief Noble, of Bagdad; head of the Sunni
community and custodian of shrine of Abdul Qadit Gilani,
upon whose attitude towards us and influence with the
people of Bagdad a good deal depended. Under the old
regime of Sultan Abdul Hamid the Naqib had enjoyed a
position of great dignity and Stood high in public eSteem and
he no doubt owed a considerable debt of obligation to the
former Government; but under the Young Turk regime he
had become of less account and indeed had little to thank them
for* At this time his position was obviously a delicate :Qr*e
and his attitude had naturally to be one of reserve, ye! I
enjoyed his frank and wise co-operation in all measures
aflefting the welfare of his countrytnen and likely to mitigate
as far as might be the rigours and inconveniences of a, military
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